The Christian and Abortion

In January 2009 President Obama struck down a rule that prohibits U.S. money from funding international
family-planning clinics that promote abortion or provide counseling or referrals about abortion services.

The pro-life (anti-abortion) group and the pro-choice (the right for a person to choose to have and abortion or not)
group have been lobbying for their points of view for years. The one saying that abortion is wrong under all
circumstances and the other giving the mother the choice to abort or not stating that it is her human right to do so.
Where does the Christian stand amongst all this?

Exodus 20: 13 You shall not murder

Matthew 15: 19 — 20 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander. These are what make a man “unclean'

1 Corinthians 13: 5 Love is not self seeking

1) The issue of abortion

e Worldwide
Number of abortions per year: Approximately 42 Million
Number of abortions per day: Approximately 115,000

¢  Where abortions occur:
83% of all abortions are obtained in developing countries and 17% occur in developed countries.

e  Who's having abortions (age)?
52% of women obtaining abortions in the U.S. are younger than 25: Women aged 20-24 obtain 32% of all
abortions; Teenagers obtain 20% and girls under 15 account for 1.2%.

e  Who's having abortions (marital status)?
64.4% of all abortions are performed on never-married women; Married women account for 18.4% of all
abortions and divorced women obtain 9.4%.

¢  Why women have abortions
93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e. the child is unwanted or inconvenient).

e Other reasons

Wants to postpone childbearing: 25.5%

Wants no (more) children: 7.9%

Cannot afford a baby: 21.3%

Having a child will disrupt education or job: 10.8%

Has relationship problem or partner does not want pregnancy: 14.1%

Too young; parent(s) or other(s) object to pregnancy: 12.2%

Risk to maternal health: 2.8%

Risk to fetal health: 3.3%

1% of all abortions occur because of rape or incest

Other: 2.1%

» C. Everett Koop, M.D., formerly the Surgeon General, states that during his 35-plus years of
practicing medicine, "Never once did a case come across my practice where abortion was necessary to
save a mother's life."

e At what gestational ages are abortions performed:

52% of all abortions occur before the 9th week of pregnancy, 25% happen between the 9th & 10th week,

12% happen between the 11th and 12th week, 6% happen between the 13th & 15th week, 4% happen

between the 16th & 20th week, and 1% of all abortions (16,450/yr.) happen after the 20th week of

pregnancy.

2) Is abortion murder?
e Murder is the voluntary decision to take another person’s life
¢ The question then is: “Is a foetus a living human person?”



» Medical authorities determine a person to be "alive" if there is either a detectable heartbeat or brain-
wave activity. With that in mind, it is eye-opening for some to realize that unborn children have
detectable heartbeats at eighteen days (two and one-half weeks) after conception and detectable brain-
wave activity forty days (a little over five and one-half weeks) after conception. What is so shocking
is that essentially 100 percent of all abortions occur after the seventh week of pregnancy.

Sanctity of Life, C. Swindoll

» “That is, in human reproduction, when sperm joins ovum, these two individual cells cease to be, and
their union generates a new and distinct organism. This organism is a whole, though in the beginning
developmentally immature, member of the human species. Readers need not take our word for this:
They can consult any of the standard human-embryology texts, such as Moore and Persaud’s The
Developing Human, Larsen’s Human Embryology, Carlson’s Human Embryology & Developmental
Biology, and O’Rahilly and Mueller’s Human Embryology & Teratology.” Dr. Robert George

» Every human embryologist worldwide states that the life of the new individual human being begins at
fertilization. No human embryologist has ever described human life as "potential" human life. Thus,
killing the embryo -- by harvesting embryonic stem cells, by using abortifacient contraceptives, by
committing so-called therapeutic cloning, or by flushing spare in-vitro fertilization embryos down the
sink -- takes that human life. However, a mantra has been created, supported for decades by a faction
of philosophers and theologians, which promotes a new Weltanschauung (a view of life). This was
Adolf Hitler's favorite word (13), and embodied within it was his concept of “racial purity” and his
mission to purge the unwanted. Dr. Fritz Baumgartner

It is clear that abortion is then the taking of a human life and is thus an act of murder.

3) The consequences of abortion

Abortion has spiritual, emotional and physical consequences

Spiritual consequences

» Abortion is murder which incurs God’s wrath (Romans 1: 18, 29)

» Being sin it separates the person from God (Isaiah 59: 2)

Emotional Consequences

» Women who have experienced abortion often report symptoms typical of depressive and anxiety
disorders, such as sleeplessness, tearfulness, anxiety, hopelessness, irritability, and an inability to
concentrate, substance abuse, an eating disorder, or sexual difficulties

» Avoidance of babies, fear of future pregnancies, or a quick attempt to become pregnant again to create
an "atonement child" to replace the one lost by abortion. Women may also have flashbacks and
nightmares about the abortion

» Guilt

Physical Consequences

» Anticipated side affects: Abdominal pain and cramping, Nausea, Vomiting, Diarrhea, Spotting and
Bleeding

» Potential serious complications: Heavy or persistent bleeding, Infection or sepsis, Damage to the
cervix, Scarring of the uterine lining, Perforation of the uterus, damage to other organs, Death

4) The Christian and abortion

God knew us before we were born
» Jeremiah 1: 5 Before [ formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart
God is the one who creates the foetus in the mother’s womb
» Psalm 139: 13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb
For us murder is once for all forbidden; so even the child in the womb. . . is not lawful for us to destroy.
To forbid birth is only quicker murder. . . . The fruit is always present in the seed.

TERTULLIAN (C. 160—AFTER 220)
The Christians needs to understand that abortion is wrong. It is an act of murder and any intention to abort
a foetus is an intention to murder a human life.
What about cases of rape and incest?



» We have seen that only 1% of abortion cases are due to rape or incest.
» It is very unfortunate when someone falls pregnant under these circumstances but she must ask herself
some hard questions in dealing with this
=  Would I want to take that life that is in me because I didn’t ask for it?
=  Will the consequences of having an abortion aggravate the trauma that I have already been
through?
=  Would it not be better to give birth to the baby and give it up for adoption than to take its life?
= In understanding that a foetus is a God created human being what would God have you do?
= A woman we recently heard speaking at a conference said that her father is a rapist but she loves
her mother so much for not aborting her. She is now serving the purpose of God in her life.
As horrid as abortion is it is forgivable.
» The last thing a person needs after having an abortion is to be condemned.
» They are normally under so much guilt that they already know condemnation. What they need is love
and grace.
» Repentance and the receiving of God’s forgiveness is absolutely essential for the person’s healing and
wholeness.
» This also goes for men who have encouraged a woman to have an abortion.
» Repentance includes the choice to not have pre-marital to extra marital sex
» It also necessitates the repentance of self centeredness, which is a prime reason for abortion, to Christ
centeredness
= T have aright to free speech, but not to shout “fire” in a theater. A person’s right to anything stops
when it injures or kills another living human. Should any civilized nation give to one citizen the
absolute right to kill another to solve that first person’s personal problem?
JOHN WILKE

A professor in a world-acclaimed medical school once posed this medical situation -- and ethical problem
-- to his students: "Here's the family history: The father has syphilis. The mother has TB. They already
have had four children. The first is blind. The second had died. The third is deaf. The fourth has TB. Now
the mother is pregnant again, The parents come to you for advice. They are willing to have an abortion, if
you decide they should. What do you say?"

The students gave various individual opinions, and then the professor asked them to break into small
groups for "consultation." All of the groups came back to report that they would recommend abortion.
"Congratulations," the professor said, "You just took the life of Beethoven!"
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concentrate, substance abuse, an eating disorder, or sexual difficulties

» Avoidance of babies, fear of future pregnancies, or a quick attempt to become pregnant again to create
an "atonement child" to replace the one lost by abortion. Women may also have flashbacks and
nightmares about the abortion

» Guilt

Physical Consequences

» Anticipated side affects: Abdominal pain and cramping, Nausea, Vomiting, Diarrhea, Spotting and
Bleeding

» Potential serious complications: Heavy or persistent bleeding, Infection or sepsis, Damage to the
cervix, Scarring of the uterine lining, Perforation of the uterus, damage to other organs, Death

4) The Christian and abortion

God knew us before we were born
» Jeremiah 1: 5 Before [ formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart
God is the one who creates the foetus in the mother’s womb
» Psalm 139: 13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb
For us murder is once for all forbidden; so even the child in the womb. . . is not lawful for us to destroy.
To forbid birth is only quicker murder. . . . The fruit is always present in the seed.

TERTULLIAN (C. 160—AFTER 220)
The Christians needs to understand that abortion is wrong. It is an act of murder and any intention to abort
a foetus is an intention to murder a human life.
What about cases of rape and incest?



» We have seen that only 1% of abortion cases are due to rape or incest.
» It is very unfortunate when someone falls pregnant under these circumstances but she must ask herself
some hard questions in dealing with this
=  Would I want to take that life that is in me because I didn’t ask for it?
=  Will the consequences of having an abortion aggravate the trauma that I have already been
through?
=  Would it not be better to give birth to the baby and give it up for adoption than to take its life?
= In understanding that a foetus is a God created human being what would God have you do?
= A woman we recently heard speaking at a conference said that her father is a rapist but she loves
her mother so much for not aborting her. She is now serving the purpose of God in her life.
As horrid as abortion is it is forgivable.
» The last thing a person needs after having an abortion is to be condemned.
» They are normally under so much guilt that they already know condemnation. What they need is love
and grace.
» Repentance and the receiving of God’s forgiveness is absolutely essential for the person’s healing and
wholeness.
» This also goes for men who have encouraged a woman to have an abortion.
» Repentance includes the choice to not have pre-marital to extra marital sex
» It also necessitates the repentance of self centeredness, which is a prime reason for abortion, to Christ
centeredness
= T have aright to free speech, but not to shout “fire” in a theater. A person’s right to anything stops
when it injures or kills another living human. Should any civilized nation give to one citizen the
absolute right to kill another to solve that first person’s personal problem?
JOHN WILKE

A professor in a world-acclaimed medical school once posed this medical situation -- and ethical problem
-- to his students: "Here's the family history: The father has syphilis. The mother has TB. They already
have had four children. The first is blind. The second had died. The third is deaf. The fourth has TB. Now
the mother is pregnant again, The parents come to you for advice. They are willing to have an abortion, if
you decide they should. What do you say?"

The students gave various individual opinions, and then the professor asked them to break into small
groups for "consultation." All of the groups came back to report that they would recommend abortion.
"Congratulations," the professor said, "You just took the life of Beethoven!"



